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will be continued from materials still less liable to objection ; his own letters, and those of his friends, some of which will be inserted in the work, and abstracts of others subjoined in the margin.
' It may be reasonably imagined, that others may have the same design; but as it is not .credible that they can obtain the same materials, it must be expected they will supply from invention the want of intelligence ; and that under the title of " The Life of Savage," they will publish only a novel, rilled with romantick adventures, and imaginary amours. You may therefore, perhaps, gratify the lovers of truth and wit, by giving me leave to inform them in your Magazine, that my account will be published in 8vo. by Mr. Roberts, in Warwick-lane V
\No signature^
In February, 1744, it accordingly came forth from the shop of Roberts, between whom and Johnson I have not traced any connection, except the casual one of this publication3. In Johnson's Life of Savage^ although it must be allowed that its moral is the reverse of—' Respicere exemplar vit(e mornmque jubebd*! a very useful lesson is inculcated, to guard men of warm passions from a too free inqlulgence of them ; and the various incidents are related in so clear and animated a manner, and illuminated throughout with so much philosophy, that it is one of the most interesting narratives in the English language. Sir Joshua Reynolds told me, that upon his return from Italy'1 he met with it in Devonshire, knowing nothing of its authour, and began to read it while he was standing with his arm leaning against a chimney-piece. It seized his attention so strongly, that, not being able to lay down the book till he had finished it, when he attempted to move, he found his arm totally benumbed. The
1 Cave was the purchaser of the     Savage, son of the Eavl Rivers. Lon-
copyright, and the following is a copy     don.    Printed  for  J.   Roberts,   in
of Johnson's receipt for the money :     Warwick-Lane.      MDCCXLIV.        It
—'The 14th day of December, re-     reached a second edition in 1748, a
ceived of Mr. Ed. Cave the sum of    third in 1767, and a fourth in 1769.
fifteen guineas, in full, for compiling     A French translation was published
and   writing  The Life of Richard    in 1771.
Savage, Esq., deceased; and in full        " Roberts published in 1745 John-
for all materials thereto applied, and     son's Observations on Macbeth.   See
not   found  by   the   said   Edward     Gent. Mag. xv. 112, 224.
Cave.    I say, received hy me, SAM.        3 Horace, Ars Poetica, 1. 317.
JOHNSON. Dec. 14,1743.'   WRIGHT.        * In the autumn of 1752.   North-
The title-page is as follows :—' An     cote's Reynolds, i. 52. account of the Life of Mr. Richard
rapiditykpockets, formerly content with' mere filching,make no scruple to'knock people down with bludgeons in Fleet Street and the Strand, and that at no later hour than eight o'clock at night; but in the Piazzas, Covent Garden,, they come in large bodies, armed with conteaus, and attack whole parties,. so that die danger of coming out of the play-houses is of some weight in the opposite scale, when I sun disposed to go to them oftener than I ought.1 Shenstone's Works (3rd edit,), iii. 73,
